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Letter to Friends and Benefactors
From the Prior of St Anthony’s 

Dear Friends and Benefactors,

THE YEAR 2019 marks the fiftieth anniversary of the first foundation of 
Archbishop Lefebvre, at Fribourg, Switzerland in October 1969. With 
nine young men, among whom was the future Bishop Bernard Tissier de 

Mallerais, Msgr Lefebvre rented the second floor of a building that belonged to 
the Salesian fathers. The next year, he opened Ecône and eventually moved the 
whole seminary there.

His guiding principle was that what the Church needs most is good and holy 
priests. The formation of priests was the best contribution to the Church he 
could offer. He is certainly the only bishop after Vatican II who opened six 
seminaries. He had, at the beginning, the support of the Bishop of Fribourg, 
who approved the Society of St Pius X on November 1st, 1970. Next year will 
be the SSPX’s golden jubilee.

He opened that first house of studies in Fribourg two months before the 
introduction of the New Mass. He had already contributed to the preparation 
of the Brief critical examination, which was prefaced by a letter of Cardinal 
Ottaviani and Bacci. Though called the Ottaviani Intervention, it had been 
prepared by a group of nine theologians gathered by Archbishop Lefebvre. One 
of the key reasons why he refused the New Mass was that, with it, he could not 
train good priests. The holiness of the priesthood was the guiding light of his 
life. Just as for St Pius X, the seminary was the apple of his eye.

In this domain, we can thank God for the graces He has bestowed upon our 
country, because we have now three New Zealanders in the seminary, and we 
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virginity is added to her number, so much the more it increases 
the joy of the Mother. 

We need to pray for their sanctification; we need to pray for many religious 
vocations; but even more we need the support of their prayers and good 
example. Indeed, we receive more from them than they receive from us. By the 
bond of unity in the Church, one never goes up alone: one soul that ascends 
closer to God draws many souls behind her, not merely those who witness her 
good example, but, by that bond of unity, many other souls often unknown to 
the first one. That spiritual law is true also within a family: the parents working 
on their own sanctification draw their children with them in a marvellous way; 
but one religious advancing in the ways of perfection draws many more souls 
with him or her.

At all times in this history of the Church, it was through the saints, and very 
often, through the religious, that the crises of the Church were overcome. 
One thinks not only of St Anthony of the desert, of St Benedict, St Bernard, St 
Malachy, St Francis, St Dominic, and many others after such as St Vincent de 
Paul...but also of St Scholastica, St Mechtilde, St Clare, St Theresa, St Jeanne de 
Chantal and many holy nuns. So, in this very deep present crisis of the Church, 
we do need many holy religious to bring back the fervour among the people.

Every Catholic family should hold consecrated life in great esteem. St Paul 
teaches that marriage is good, but consecrated life is “better” (1 Cor. 7:38). The 
example of consecrated life helps married couples to be faithful to the chastity 
of their own state. If, by the grace of God, one can keep a higher degree of 
chastity, namely, consecrated perpetual virginity, then certainly by the grace 
of God it is possible to be faithful in marriage and it is possible to prepare 
for a holy marriage by virginity. The modern world completely ignores the 
beauty and the eminent value of virginity. But the Catholic faithful have always 
known its value, especially linked with their devotion to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary: constantly, we refer to our Lady and “The Virgin, The Blessed Virgin, The 
Virgin Mary…” It is her quality, as Virgin, that is the most remembered by Holy 
Church, though her most important title is that of Mother of God.

There should be nothing in a Catholic house that would be a scandal for 
a vocation. On the contrary, a truly Catholic home is a little portion of the 
Kingdom of God on earth, where the Sacred Heart truly reigns, through the 
practice of family prayer and all virtues, especially charity and purity. In the 

have more preparing themselves for next year and the following years; we have 
a good number of younger ones in the school also preparing themselves. If 
we could have at least one vocation per year to the seminary, this would be a 
great grace for the spreading of the Mass of all times over the world wherever 
the souls are requesting it. O Lord, grant us priests! O Lord, grant us many holy 
priests!

Please continue to pray for vocations: for the perseverance of those who have 
already entered and the good preparation of those who have not yet entered; 
pray that those whom our Lord Jesus Christ is calling, that they have the 
generosity to answer wholeheartedly and give themselves without reserve, 
preparing themselves by holiness of life and fervour. Every Thursday, we have 
our holy hour for vocations from 11:30am to 12:30pm. Unite yourself with us in 
this very important intention!

We need also to pray for vocations of brothers and sisters. The Church has 
always taught that the religious life is the perfection of the Christian life; it is 
“choosing the best part” (Lk. 10:42), the closest to our Lord Jesus Christ. “He 
that is without a wife, is solicitous for the things that belong to the Lord, how 
he may please God… And the unmarried woman and the virgin thinketh on 
the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in spirit” (1 Cor. 
7:32, 34). Their spirit, their love is undivided: it is wholly for the Lord Jesus. 
It is true both for the contemplative and the active vocation: it is all for Jesus, 
with a total renunciation to the worldly things, to possessions, to pleasures, 
to self-will, contemplating our Lord Jesus Christ both in the mysteries of his 
Life on earth and in the glory of the Father, and serving Him in the souls of the 
neighbour, especially the children for teaching sisters.

Around the year 250, St Cyprian calls the consecrated virgins “the most 
illustrious portion of the flock of Christ!”

My address is now to virgins, whose glory, as it is more eminent, 
excites the greater interest. This is the flower of the ecclesiastical 
seed, the grace and ornament of spiritual endowment, a joyous 
disposition, the wholesome and uncorrupted work of praise 
and honour, God’s image answering to the holiness of the Lord, 
the more illustrious portion of Christ’s flock. The glorious 
fruitfulness of Mother Church rejoices by their means, and in 
them abundantly flourishes; and in proportion as a copious 
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our Lady of Compassion, at the foot of the Cross.

In our modern world which pretends to live without God, the ungodly say: “The 
Lord seeth us not, the Lord hath forsaken the earth” (Ez. 8:12). Does God really 
not care for what is going on earth? In fact, the truth is the very opposite: “God 
looked down from heaven on the children of men: to see if there were any that 
did understand or did seek God” (Ps. 52:3). It is not that God does not care 
about men: He most certainly does. Rather, the problem is that men do not care 
about God. Yet Ezekiel sees in the very place where the ungodly perform their 
abominations “behold the glory of the God of Israel was there” (Ez. 8:4) and 
saw everything, and was showing with great indignation to the prophet all the 
crimes of those men who had said that He did not see!

The true God is not like some so-called “philosophers” claim, a distant being 
who started the world and went away, no longer caring for what He made. 
The true God, as He revealed Himself, is a most caring God, who knows all 
things, sees each one of us, cares for each one of us, and calls us to share His 
own infinite happiness, beatitude. This consoling truth is at the very heart 
of our Catholic Faith: the most Holy Trinity is a caring God: “God so loved 
the world, as to give his only begotten Son; that whosoever believeth in him, 
may not perish, but may have life everlasting” (Jn. 3:16). The Incarnation, the 
Redemption is the very proof of the infinite care God has for us. If only we 
would understand what it means: “God hath loved us first!” (1 Jn. 4:19) we 
would most generously respond with love: “Let us therefore love God, because 
God hath loved us first” (1 Jn. 4:19). This was the very motto of Archbishop 
Lefebvre: credidimus caritati: “we have known, and have believed the charity, 
which God hath to us. God is charity: and he that abideth in charity, abideth in 
God, and God in him” (1 Jn. 4:16).

And that love of God cannot remain in our heart alone: it must overflow and 
spread itself around us by fraternal charity: “Dearly beloved, let us love one 
another, for charity is of God… My dearest, if God hath so loved us; we also 
ought to love one another” (1 Jn. 4:7, 11). It is that “charity of Christ [that] 
presseth [all of] us” (2 Cor. 5:14) to pray and work for the return of these 
prodigal sons, lest they stay far from their Father’s house and die of [spiritual] 
hunger. Any time spent away from God is time lost for eternity.

Since last year, Father Louis Bochkoltz has returned to his native Belgium 
because he is one of the rare priests of the SSPX who can speak Flemish. He 

good ground of a truly Catholic family, God is pleased to sow the seed of 
vocations, and this is the best reward of good parents.

It takes time for a vocation to grow, like a tree. It is watered by prayer and 
sacrifices. Indeed, Archbishop Lefebvre used to say that every vocation is a 
call to be closer to our Lord Jesus Christ crucified. Who is poorer than our 
Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross, stripped of everything? Who is more detached 
from pleasures than our Lord Jesus Christ crucified? Who is more obedient 
than our Lord Jesus Christ, “obedient unto death, even to the death of the 
cross”? (Phil. 2:8) The Mass being the unbloody re-enactment of the Sacrifice 
of the Cross, it renews the very source and model of the religious vows, of the 
evangelical counsels. The Mass is at the very heart of religious life. By the way, 
this is the reason why the attack on the Mass in Vatican II and its reformed 
liturgy have cause havoc in the religious life, with so many abandoning it and 
losing their vocations: the present crisis is even more acute among religious 
than it is among diocesan clergy. And the remedy to this crisis can only come 
with a complete return to the Catholic Faith, and its solemn expression in the 
Traditional Mass.

By the grace of God, there are some religious vocations from Whanganui 
preparing themselves, and also some from elsewhere who will come here as 
pre-postulants. Please, pray for all of them, and for many more holy vocations 
to follow.

Another intention of prayer is the return of our prodigal children, which is 
even more difficult to obtain. Wounds take time to heal: this is true for physical 
wounds and even more for the spiritual wounds caused by sin. There is a price 
for souls: if we want the salvation of souls, we must be ready to pay the price. 
Yes, our Lord Jesus Christ paid it all on the Cross, but He wants to associate 
us in this work of Redemption and wants us to pay our “little contribution”. 
It is little in comparison with what He paid, and little in comparison with the 
eternal value of a soul. Following the example of St Monica, parents have often 
to pay that price to obtain the return of their wayward children; priests and 
religious also pay that price by the renouncement to the world and its three 
concupiscences; devout souls pray and sacrifice themselves in reparation for 
souls–and we have a devout group of such souls dedicated to these prayers of 
reparation on Tuesdays. There are so many that need to return to our Lord and 
are still away from Him! I beg all of you, dear friends and benefactors, to join in 
prayer and sacrifices for this most important intention, especially in union with 

Letter to Friends and Benefactors



6 7Te Punga     April 2019

continue: the very fact that we have been able to reduce our debt shows the 
health of our situation. But we are not out of the water yet, and do need your 
help, in order to provide for the growth, and by the grace of God provide good 
education and foster future vocations.

To respond to the immediate need, we would need to be able to add one 
classroom. A prefabricated one would cost about $35,000 for purchase, plus 
installation. But we would likely need twice that much to obtain the permission 
to do it and not fail in our reimbursements at the same time. May our Lord 
Jesus Christ inspire you with generosity, especially during Lent, so that His 
hundredfold reward will be even greater for you, now and for eternity!

This year, we had our most successful gala, with a profit of above $12,000. 
Heartfelt thanks to all who have helped, but it is still a long way off from our 
needs.

May our divine Saviour bless you most abundantly especially in these holy 
days commemorating His Passion, Death and Resurrection! May our Lady of 
Compassion help you, giving you her love for Jesus crucified and risen from the 
dead!

     Sincerely yours in Christ,  

The Sacrament of Confirmation

Sunday, 18 August 2019
Msgr Bernard Fellay, Auxilliary Bishop and former Superior General of the 
SSPX, will offer the Sacrament of Confirmation at St Anthony’s Church in 
Whanganui. Further details will be announced on sspx.org.nz and in the 
local bulletins. Those who are not enroilled at St Anthony’s Primary school 
and in need of this Sacrament should contact the Prior as soon as possible.

e-mail info@sspx.org.nz or call +64 (0)6 344 3814.

now serves the faithful of Antwerpen, with Father Joseph Verlinden, whose 
brother Jonathan had come here some time ago. Father Bochkoltz’s work was 
most appreciated, not only in New Zealand, but also in New Caledonia and in 
Vanuatu’s missions.

He has been replaced by Father Benoît Martin de Clausonne, who brings here 
his experience from Africa, where he spent many years in Gabon, South Africa 
and Zimbabwe. He is a very appreciated and capable confrere.

Here, our school continues to grow, being close to 140 students now. Our 
Malaysian students have returned home after graduating, but we now have 
a Japanese student, and even recently one from Tahiti. Also, we welcome Sr 
Osanna, from Samoa, making our community even more cosmopolitan, but all 
united with the same Faith and Charity.

Due to the greater number of students, especially the girls in forms 1-2, we had 
to combine two classrooms into a double room, by opening the wall between 
them. It provides for a larger classroom that can accommodate the larger 
number of students but makes one less classroom. Whence, we do really need 
to provide for more classrooms. For example, the form 1 and standard 4 girls 
this year must use a classroom from the boys’ school in order to study French.

Here we encounter a difficulty. Before we can begin any new building, we 
must first pay off our debts. We do not have any bank debts–that is good–but 
in order to finance our current buildings we had to undertake large amounts 
of borrowing both within the SSPX and from some private loans. In fact, this 
has been a recurring problem: the need of growth made that again and again 
we started the next project before having paid all debts from previous projects. 
Considering just these debts, at the end of 2017, the difference between such 
borrowings and current assets was about $213,000; at the end of 2018, it was 
still about $116,000. Moreover, we also need to set apart the “Wellington 
building fund”, monies accumulated over the years from Wellington for a future 
chapel there. This is another $300,000 which Whanganui ought to reimburse 
Wellington.

As you can see, we are working hard in repaying these loans, but they 
prevent us from starting any new building project. Last year, from the pulpit 
in September I made an appeal that sounded to some as if the school were 
in danger; in fact—by the grace of God—the school is not in danger and will 
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Summer Camps

Mother Mary Madeline, O.P. plans the tramp for the 
girls through Arapuke Forest Park (above); Young 
ladies who are not horsing around (right); and the 
Dominican sisters explaining the camp theme and its 
Polish connection (below).

Women’s Ignatian Retreat

15 – 20 July 2019
Masters Hall, Pahiatua (Near Palmerston North)

Preached by Frs François Laisney & Michael Johnson

Open to women aged 16 and older.

Retreat Fee $350 ($50 deposit required upon registration)

For information : e-mail info@sspx.org.nz or call +64 (0)6 344 3814 
or register online at sspx.org.nz

Upcoming Events

Men’s Ignatian Retreat

8 – 13 July 2019
Omatua Girls Guides Camp, Napier

Preached by Frs Benôit Martin de Clausonne & Ian Andrew Palko

Open to men aged 16 and older.

Retreat Fee $350 ($50 deposit required upon registration)

For information : e-mail info@sspx.org.nz or call +64 (0)6 344 3814 
or register online at sspx.org.nz

Pilgrimage — In the steps of St Paul

30 June – 13 July 2020
Accompanied by Fr Karl Pepping, FSSPX

The District of Austrailia and New Zealand is organizing a pilgrimage to 
Athens, Corinth, Patmos, Thessaloniki and Crete among many other 
desitnations. Prices from AU$6960.

For information : e-mail lourdes@sspx.org.au or call +61 7 3278 6607.
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Sit thou at   
My right hand 

Progress on the Church of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

ALITTLE BIT MORE than six 
years ago the Chapel of 
the Immaculate Heart of 

Mary and St John Fisher suffered 
a catastrophic fire on the Feast of 
the Circumcision, leaving only a 
shell of the building, and destroying 
many of the items inside, including 
vestments, pews and statuary. 
Providence provided an old wooden 
church, that could be re-located and 
renovated, allowing a Christmas 
Midnight Mass in the building just 
short of a year since the burning 
of the old chapel. Statues were 
cleaned and repainted, brassware 
polished, and vestments cleaned 
restoring to use much of what had 
previously adorned the old chapel.

The Sacred Heart statue  
in the burned out chapel.

Summer Camps

The Bosco Cadets line up 
for their morning formation 
and instructions (above); Fr 
Palko teaches the fine art of 
toasting marshmallows (left); 
preparing the campfire (lower 
left); a young man glad the 
night-out tramp included a 
packed meal (lower right).



12 13Te Punga     April 2019

Renovations and extension on the West side of the new church under the 
direction of Frs Cranshaw and MacPherson allowed its solemn blessing and 
the consecration of its main altar by Msgr de Galerreta in December 2014. It 
was only Passiontide 2019, however, that saw a long-term project put some of 
the finishing touches on the new church.

On Friday, 5 April, a truck delivered large blue shipping container with 18 
custom-built pews to replace the burned pews. The next day the faithful with 
Fr Palko removed the makeshift benches and nearly 50 old school chairs 
which had been used to seat the faithful for the last five years.

The pews are not yet complete, but a much-awaited improvement. They 
require kneelers, two front kneeling desks ahead of the front row, and 
additional custom work to fill in smaller places that will not fit a full-sized pew. 
The installation allowed the Holy Week rites and Easter to be celebrated in a 
near-complete church. The generosity of all of the benefactors and the hard 
work of those who laboured long hours to produce the pews is to thank for 
this great benefit to the faithful in Auckland.

Plaques will soon adorn each pew with the intentions of the benefactors.

A 20-foot (6-metre) container with the pews stacked on end inside and bound 
together for security and protection.

Sit Thou at My Right Hand

Before (above) and after (below) the installation of the new pews into Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Church in Avondale, Auckland.
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Professional Photographers and SSPX faithful Geoff & 
Ollie Dale documented this year’s Holy Week ceremonies 

at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church (Auckland)

The Cross adorned with palms for the 
procession on Palm Sunday, (top left); 
One of the faithful receives her palm, 

(top centre); Acolyte and thurifer before 
the procession (top right); Washing of 

the feet during the evening Mass on Holy 
Thursday (bottom centre); The Altar of 

Repose inviting faithful to watch with Our 
Lord in the garden (bottom right). 

Holy Week 2019

Holy Week 2019
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The adoration of the Cross on Good Friday, 
(top left); Communion of the faithful at the 

Solemn Liturgy on Good Friday, (above); The 
New Fire being prepared (bottom left); the 

new Paschal Candle in its stand during the 
Easter Vigil (right). 

Holy Week 2019
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Bike-a-thon 2019

Tuesday, 6 August 2019

Support the Students of St Anthony’s School, St Augustine College 
and St Dominic’s College. 

The annual bike-a-thon is one of the major fundraisers which helps to 
keep traditional Catholic education alive in New Zealand. We count on 
your support to make this noble endeavour possible.

Sponsor a pupil, staff member, sister, brother or priest with a one-time 
donation, or a per-lap pledge.

For information or to make a pledge 
e-mail info@sspx.org.nz or call +64 (06) 344 3817 
or visit our website sspx.org.nz for details on making online pledges.

St Anthony’s Procession

Sunday, 16 June 2018

Honor the Patron of the Church 
and Priory in Whanganui. Join 
us for the annual procession 
and blessing with the relics  
of St Anthony of Padua.

For information visit  
sspx.org.nz

Holy Week 2019

Blessing of the Easter Water 
(top left); Lighting the faithful’s 

candles, (above), Mass of the 
Vigil (below). 
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Bulletin of the SSPX in New Zealand

Te Punga (The Anchor) is a Maori 
name for the constellation called 
the “Southern Cross” or Crux.

An anchor, symbol of Hope is the 
principle elements in the arms 
of our Society’s Patron, Pope 
St. Pius X.  The Southern Cross 
is ubiquitous in South Pacific 
symbolism. Our Society follows in 
the missonary footsteps of Mother 
Suzanne Aubert’s missions to the 
Maori on the Whanganui RIver. 
Thus, Te Punga is a fitting symbol of 
our missionary efforts.

Support the SSPX in New Zealand
To donate toward Catholic education and the other apostolic works 
of the SSPX in New Zealand, make your contribution:

By Bank Transfer :

In New Zealand : SSPX General Account: 03-0791-0293304-00 

In Australia : Society of Saint Pius X-NZ: BSB 082-624  
       Acct No. 58-759-6324

Online by PayPal :

Visit www.sspx.org.nz/contribute



The Society of St Pius X
PO Box 7123

Whanganui 4541
+64 (06)-344 7634 

www.sspx.org.nz
info@sspx.org.nz

For Mass Centres see inside the front and back covers

The Society of St. Pius X is an international priestly society of common life with-
out vows, whose purpose is the priesthood and that which pertains to it.

The main goal of the Priestly Society of Saint Pius X is to preserve the Catho-
lic faith in its fullness and purity, to teach its truths, and to diffuse its virtues. 
Authentic spiritual life, the sacraments, and the traditional liturgy are its primary 
means of bringing this life of grace to souls.

Te Punga, is the bulletin of the Society of St. Pius X in New Zealand. It aims to 
help share news of the apostolate in New Zealand and deepen the Faith of its 
readers.




